Please note that this Newsletter was produced during the
early days of the Corona Virus, when restrictions were less
stringent than they are now.
Many of the upcoming events mentioned may not now be
taking place.
We have not been able to produce printed copies this year,
but we hope you will enjoy our Newsletter online instead.
If you have friends or neighbours who don’t have access to
the Internet, and if you have a printer at home, please
consider printing a copy for them.
Thank you,
Yscir Community Council.
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From our Chair, Jane Price
As I write this the Corona virus is significantly affecting our lives. Our thoughts are particularly with
the elderly, the housebound and those who live alone. There is a great community spirit here; please
continue to look out for neighbours who might be at risk. Help is available if there is no one else to
turn to - please see our County Councillor’s message on the back cover of this newsletter.
Once again I have enjoyed working with the other councillors who are a great TEAM (Together
Everyone Achieves More). Tess Birtles left the council in January due to other commitments; I would
like to thank her for her enthusiasm, help and support, and wish her all the best.
We have very kindly been given a defibrillator for Aberbran from Mohammed Helal Salem Bin Taraf Al
Mansoori. Details of a possible defibrillator for Cradoc are included elsewhere in this newsletter.
Two litter picks around Yscir have been completed in the past year, but we need to have more residents
join us. We meet at the Golf Club to collect equipment, and return there for refreshments around two
hours later. Please contact our Clerk, Mike, if you can join us and spread the load a little.
We now have ‘pedestrians’ warning signs erected on the road to Aberyscir. Unfortunately some traffic
still goes far too fast for our narrow roads and blind bends.
Yscir Sports Commitee asked us to help fund a new roof for the marque which is used for community
events during the year; we are pleased to have been able to do this.
Our website: www.yscir.net, keeps you informed of Council business, and we are having more and more
visitors on www.facebook.com/yscircommunity. Many thanks to Mrs Valerie Davies for managing the
Facebook page. Do look at our website and ’Like’ Yscir Community, long may it continue.
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PONTFAEN YFC
The club held its Pre-Lambing Sunday Lunch at Upper Chapel Hall on Sunday 16th February. The
community braved the weather to attend and, with help from parents and leaders, we served over 100
lunches to members of the community. The Club thanks local businesses for kind donations for the
Lunch: David East, Paddy Sweeney, Morgan’s Butchers, Castell Howell and Caroline’s Real Bread.
A raffle raised £166 for the Noah’s Ark
Children’s Hospital Charity; club leader
Caroline Frampton is currently trekking the
Sahara raising money for this too.
The Club Concert saw a full house on Friday
23rd February at Upper Chapel Hall, with the
excellent Mr Dyfed Watkins, Trecastle,
compering. There was a variety of acts with
wonderful costumes, performed by under 18
members, produced by Jan Healey and written
by Gaynor Morgan.
The audience enjoyed our Junior One Plus
entitled ‘Read all about it’ starring Carys Rees,
who had gained third place in the Drama
Festival. The Senior One Plus ‘Stand up and
Fight’ with Sioned Davies, Sian Healey,
Angharad Rees, Rhys Wilson and Rachel Rees had a strong message to buy local. Guests ‘One Pluses’
drew a full audience from Sennybridge, Troedrhiwdalar, Llandefalle and Edw Valley YFCs.
The evening concluded with the club’s first placed Senior Drama from the Brecknock Festival ‘Fidelity
Farce’ produced by Anne Davies & Jan Healey. During Drama Week Raiff Devlin & Rhys Wilson were
nominated for Best Actor and Sian Healey for Best Actress.
A vote of thanks was given by Raiff Devlin & Sian Healey, Club Chairman & Secretary, for help in making
costumes, props and productions.
On Sunday March 1st the club travelled to Caernarfon to the Wales YFC Drama Finals to perform
‘Fidelity Farce’ achieving second place with Raiff Devlin taking Best Actor and Sian nominated for Best
Actress. The club will now compete in the National Final at Leamington Spa on 25th April.
The club is holding some fundraising events to help with the costs to travel to the National Final. On
Friday 17th April we are planning a Mexican & Magic Evening in Upper Chapel Hall and on Wednesday
22nd April we will performing our drama at The Strand Hall, Builth Wells at a concert starting at
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Cradoc and District WI

Back to our roots in 2020
Cradoc and District WI had their post-Christmas celebratory lunch on 6th January 2020 at Cradoc Golf Club,
marking the culmination of another busy and varied year thanks to our programme secretary Margaret Rees.
This year we enjoyed talks concerning health, voluntary support in the community and animals in Botswana,
and made a summer visit to Myddfai. There, during afternoon tea at the Community Centre, we discussed the
historical and current use of natural remedies with Dr and Mrs Shapland (ex-member of Brecon Medical
Practice). In past years we have received visits from the High Sheriff, visited local gardens, and expanded our
creative skills.
Despite being a relatively small group, we managed to participate in nearly all Powys Brecknock County
Federation’s numerous events. These included the WI County Show (a competitive event that showcases the
skills and creativity of members), County Quiz, Annual Council Meeting, Carol Service, Line Dancing and
Games Evenings. There are now a Walking Netball session and monthly walks during the summer. Trips are
also arranged e.g. a Sewing and Craft Show at the NEC Birmingham. Each November the County arranges a
trip to the Welsh Assembly to highlight and support the plight of women who experience domestic violence.
The Cradoc and District WI was established in the 1970s, initially meeting at Cradoc Primary School and then
at the Plough Chapel in Brecon. The group now has the opportunity to return to the area thanks to Cradoc Golf
Club. At our first meeting in February we had an interesting talk from Huw Marshall, a local resident, who gave
a fascinating account of his life in education and his contribution to the development and learning of primary
school aged children.
Members are pleased with the facilities at Cradoc Golf Club and the hospitality provided. The opportunity to
meet during the afternoon attracted some members to renew their membership and we have found that there are
new members of the community who are interested in joining the group. The timing and location may be
attractive to mothers and grandmothers who are collecting children from Cradoc School. Our varied programme
is hopefully appealing to women of all ages, as well as providing an opportunity to meet and talk with others in
the area.
The group will meet continue to meet at Cradoc Golf Club on the first Monday of each month at 2 pm.
At our 6th April meeting we are looking forward to a talk on the history of Pantomime.
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We look forward to welcoming new and ex members from the area. If further information is required please
contact the secretary on 01874 658486.

Heulwen Parry
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CRADOC SCHOOL 2019-20
As always, our children have had a packed year!
The introduction of ‘Forest Schools’ which develops and challenges children in a practical way has been a
great tool to capture the imagination of the children in our wonderful outdoor setting. We have seen a
very clear improvement in problem solving and communication skills. Welcome to Cradoc to Miss Laurie
Pyle, Forest School Leader.
The children extended their knowledge about Wales as part of the Summer term ‘Cradoc Am Byth’ topic,
learning about our local area and its place within Wales and the world. Linked with this were trips to
Cyfarthfa Castle for the Y2s, where they experienced a fairy-tale treasure hunt, Dosbarth Lime’s walk up
the Crug, whilst Brecon Library was the venue for the Reception and Y1 story telling session. KS2 went to
the Hay-On-Wye Literary festival where we saw three authors and enjoyed the atmosphere as well as
purchasing lots of books and the occasional ice-cream! KS2 and the Foundation Phase joined forces to
visit St Fagan’s, where we all had a wonderful day.
As the year progressed, Oak class went on a canal trip to learn about its construction and history. They
took part in pond dipping and insect, flora and fauna identification. They also visited the Regiment of
Wales museum for lectures on the Zulu War, the life of Zulus and their leaders, and life in Victorian
Britain, all followed up with artwork. Sporting opportunities continued with the swimming gala, cricket
events and, during their residential, Yrs 5 & 6 had a go at gorge walking, zorbing and sailing.
Visits out during the year were matched by visitors to school: a ladies Violin Ensemble, food hygiene
specialists “Ahoy” and PC Skyrme who helped the children understand how to keep safe, including cyber
bullying, the effects of drink and drugs and how and when to dial 999 /101 in an emergency. Mrs Barbara
Wood made several visits to talk about fossils, seeds, plants and insects, with a special focus this year on
local birds and nesting.
We encourage the children to think about others and support charities. The School Council has led
activities to raise funds for Children in Need, Help the Heroes and Cancer Research. Special support went
to Des Lally with his 365 climbs up Pen-y-fan in 365 days, and indeed many of our pupils and parents
joined him on some of his ascents.

We are located within the early years department of Cradoc School and are part of an open plan area of
the school which helps children to become familiar with the staff, their surrounding area and daily
school routines, ensuring a smooth transition into full time school. The children have access to the
outdoor area on a daily basis and with plans to improve these areas as finance permits.
The setting promotes learning through play and allows lots of opportunities for children to make choices
and decisions. In the last 12 months our topics have varied from Wishes and Wonders, Healthy Minds
and Healthy Bodies, to Wales and Where We Live. Throughout the term the children have also
celebrated a variety of cultural and religious festivals, as well as taking part in the Big Welsh Rhyme Time
and Play and Learn sessions. On Friday afternoons, 1.30 to 3.15 (term time only) we have Shake, Rattle
and Roll, which is a great opportunity for parents/grandparents with their babies and toddlers, to
participate in musical activities.
3@Cradoc is open Monday to Friday, 9am to 3.30pm during term time, and works closely with CoolKids
@Cradoc. This enables flexible wraparound childcare from 7.45am to 6pm for both term time and
holiday club. We have a closed Facebook page on which we regularly update parents with information
and pictures about our activities, trips and celebrations.
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CRADOC SCHOOL 2019-20
50th Birthday Celebrations
On Saturday 21st September we welcomed over 300 past pupils, staff and families. It was wonderful to
see generations of Cradoc families picnicking in the sun, whilst catching up with old friends and
watching children playing old style games, reminiscent of their own childhood. Neil Bovingdon and
Brecon Town Band did us proud with music from the past 5 decades. The atmosphere was amazing.
The display of photographs raised a giggle or two, along with a few sighs and considerable disbelief from
many children that their parents could
really have had such clothes and
haircuts! Thank you to Mrs Jan Owen
who prepared the photos for display,
and also to everyone who posted
their fabulous photographs on our
50th anniversary Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
294586984761280/
We were very lucky to welcome
several members of school who
joined in 1969, especially Mrs
Elizabeth Price, who had been
headteacher at Battle School and
became one of the first teachers at
Cradoc on 24th September 1969.
Thank you head boy and head girl, Quinn and Isla, for planting the new horse chestnut tree near the exit
to the new car park (tied with a gold bow). This is the same species and matches the tree planted near the
car park entrance by Jeffrey Morgans from Yscirfawr (son of Trevor and Evelyn Morgans), on the day the
school opened in 1969.
Our grateful thanks also go to everyone who came along to set up, support and clear away, including the
sterling band of volunteers from Merthyr Cynog Show – fantastic marquee that really did the job. The PTA
sponsored a lovespoon for each child, as a keepsake of the events, which they received at our grand
1960s birthday party on Tuesday 24th September, the actual 50th anniversary of the school opening.
We held a school Birthday Party and, along with enjoying their 1960s picnic (corned beef sandwich
anyone?), 1960/70s party games/competitions and birthday cake, the children sang Penblwydd Hapus
Ysgol Cradoc!
The year saw several changes among staff and governors. We said our fond farewells to Mrs
Helen Jones who has worked in school for over 10 years and welcomed Mrs Jane Vamplew,
who replaces her as our new School Administrator. We also welcomed back Mr Aldridge
after his absence last year.
Governor Mrs. Emma Prosser ended her term in office after over a decade of dedicated
service, which included helping with the choir, Forest Schools and School Council. We also
said farewell to Mr Malcolm Roberts (Trallong), who worked so very hard to ensure the new
car park was built. Our thanks to you both for your hard work.
We have welcomed Mr Kevin Williams who has joined us to represent the Merthyr Cynog/
Upper Chapel Community and Mrs Jan Owen and Cllr Iain McIntosh as Local Authority Governors.
We acknowledge the volunteers who come into classes regularly to listen to readers, support the learning
in class and do odd jobs, and also those who accompany our school visits. Thank you for helping us to
ensure that all pupils have the best opportunity to develop “Roots to grow and wings to fly”!

Judith Morris, Head Teacher
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coolkids@cradoc
CoolKids@Cradoc is a not-for-profit organisation that provides a happy and safe environment for children
aged 3 -11 years. Founded in 2002 our vision is to provide a fun, active, reliable, affordable and well
organised childcare service that fully supports working parents/carers when they needed it most.
During the past year we have extended our opening times for breakfast club, now open 7:45 am - 9:05
am, and holiday club 7:45am – 6pm.
Our holiday club is a terrific way for children to have fun, exercise and meet new friends during school
holidays. The club gives children scope to play together in a fantastic environment that provides space
for them to take risks and develop independently whilst remaining safe. In this years quality
questionnaire many parents commented on how pleased they are that their children are entertained and
engaged throughout their time with us.
Cool Kids holiday club has also proved to be very popular with families from other schools. In this last
year we have seen children attend from Crickhowell and Llandovery – this we attribute to the excellent
service that we provide, and our growing reputation.
Our latest inspection report can be found at https://careinspectorate.wales/find-care-service, or if you
need more information about our service, please contact the Manager on 07914886648.

From Rev. Michelle Bailey
All our churches will be open and throughout this epidemic I will be saying prayers in each of
churches in rotation, so if you would like to say a prayer or reflect please feel you can. Also if
you would like to leave a prayer to be said by me on your behalf, please leave your prayers in
the visitors book. I would like to share the following text:
“There is so much fear about COVID-19. And, what if...
If we subscribe to the philosophy that life is always working out for us,
that there is an intelligence far greater than humans at work... that all is interconnected.
What if... the virus is here to help us? To reset. To remember. What is truly important.
Reconnecting with family and community. Reducing travel so that the environment, the skies,
the air, our lungs all get a break. Parts of China are seeing blue sky and clouds for the first time
in forever with the factories being shut down. Working from home rather than commuting to
work (less pollution, more personal time). Reconnecting with family as there is more time at
home.
An invitation to turn inwards - a deep meditation - rather than the usual extroverted going out
to self-soothe. To reconnect with self - what is really important to me? A reset economically.
The working poor. The need for paid sick leave. How hard does one need to work to be able to
live, to have a life outside of work?
And, washing our hands - how did that become a "new" thing that we needed to remember.
But, yes, we did. The presence of Grace for all.
There is a shift underway in our society - what if it is one that is favourable for us? What if this
virus is an ally in our evolution? In our remembrance of what it means to be connected,
humane, living a simpler life, to be less impactful and kinder to our environment. An offering
from my heart this morning. Offered as another perspective. Another way of relating to this
virus, this unfolding, this evolution. It was time for a change, we all knew that. And, change
has arrived. What if…”

Gutpreet Gill
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Should we try to obtain more defibrillators?
A defibrillator is a device that gives a high energy electric shock to the heart of someone who is in
cardiac arrest. After calling 999 and doing cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), using an automated
external defibrillator (AED) is the best way to increase the chances of someone surviving a heart attack.
The recent purchase of an AED for the residents of Aberbran by Mohammed Helal Salem Bin Taraf Al
Mansoori has prompted a lot of interest with the Facebook post reaching nearly
2,500 people. However, for an AED to be effective it needs to be applied quickly.
The person's chance of survival decreases by around 10% with every minute that
defibrillation is delayed. Therefore AEDs need to be close to where they might be
used.
AEDs cost around 750 to 1300, plus the cost of any weatherproof housing.
There is also an ongoing maintenance cost, particularly battery and pad replacement
which could be around 100 a year.
There is an AED at Cradoc Golf Club but there are very few properties within a ten
minute return trip time so Yscir Community Council (YCC) is considering converting the telephone
box in Cradoc to house an AED. Listed building consent would be needed and the ownership of the
telephone box transferred from BT to YCC. The capital cost of the AED would need to come from
donations or fund, with the ongoing cost coming form the precept (around 40p a year for a band D
property).
Do you think this is a good idea? Can you think of any alternative sites, which would need to have an
electricity supply, in Fennifach or Battle for example? If you have any views, for or against, please
speak to a councillor or contact the clerk on 623774 or clerk@yscir.net.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES IN TRALLONG HALL
FILM NIGHTS 2nd & 4th Friday of month, 7pm for 7.30pm start. Alan Bloss 636125
TRALLONG W.I. Normally the 1st Wednesday of month from 7pm
SHORTMAT BOWLS Thursdays 7.30 -9.30pm. Alan Bloss 636125 or Peter Thole 636371
TABLE TENNIS Tuesdays (*unless council meeting) 7.30 -9.30pm. Trevor Lee 638995
*COMMUNITY COUNCIL Quarterly meetings usually Tuesdays from 7.30pm

Enquiries/bookings to Peter Thole 636371, p.thole636@btinternet.com
or Trevor Lee (Hall Chairman) 638995

EVENTS AT MERTHYR CYNOG

COMMUNITY LITTER PICKING

Evergreens - Last Tuesday of the month 2pm
W.I. - First Tuesday of the month 7.15pm
Pontfaen YFC - Mondays 7.30pm
Fridays - Badminton

Please contact our Clerk,
Mike Westhorpe, at
clerk@yscir.net or on 623774.

Would you be interested in
helping with a litter pick? All
equipment supplied.

Community Hall, Upper Chapel
More Info: www.merthyrcynog.org
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County Councillor’s Report
Coronavirus COVID-19
I have organised a community support service for Yscir residents who are self-isolating. if
you have nobody else to assist you we can help by delivering food, collecting medication
and posting mail. Please contact me (07870 655669), Mike Westhorpe (01874 623774) or
Gill Griffiths (07534 284482).
Potholes
It's that time of year again when I'll be travelling around the whole Yscir county
council ward photographing and reporting all potholes to Powys County Council.
Some progress was made last year by the council who did send workmen out to
repair many of the potholes and I was very grateful to them for doing so.
Unfortunately, many of the repairs have washed out in the heavy rainfall we've had
in recent months, so I have asked the council to carry out the repairs again, as
soon as possible, but to a better standard.
Flooding
Over the last couple of months we have endured the heaviest rainfall seen here for decades leading to
bad flooding on many roads. Some drains and culverts have been blocked up, so I’ve asked the council
to unblock and clear any debris to avoid further flooding. If your home has been intensely affected by
the flooding, you may be eligible for some relief from your council tax bill. If your business has been
impacted by the recent bad weather then you may be eligible for relief on your business rates bill. For
more information please get in touch or call the council on 01597 827463.
Yscir Internet Project
I’m delighted this project has now delivered 30mb Superfast Broadband to over one third of all
residences throughout the Yscir ward. This has made a significant difference to residents who have
taken up the new service enabling them to stream TV and video, use internet shopping, work from
home, help our farming community and help children carry out online research for their homework. I
have used a cross party approach by writing to all county councillors asking them to consider similar
projects within their communities too.

Cllr Iain McIntosh, Yscir County Councillor / Cynghorydd Sir Yscir
Powys County Council / Cyngor Sir Powys
Tel:

| Ffôn | 07870 655669

Email: | Ebost | cllr.iain.mcintosh@powys.gov.uk
FaceBook | www.facebook.com/CllrIainMcIntosh

