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A message from the Chair
On behalf of the Yscir Community Council I would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy 2018. Yet another
year passes and I am fortunate enough to work with such a dedicated and committed team.
I must firstly thank Mike our very loyal clerk to Yscir Community Council who, even when on holiday abroad,
keeps me informed by email of matters relevant to our community; thank goodness for modern technology. I
would like to thank Rees Price and Margaret Rees for the work they have done for our Community Council while
standing for many many years. Their knowledge of the area was always very welcome. Thanks also to Roger
Price who served on the last Council to great effect.
The new school car park has greatly helped the congestion outside the school entrance, but cars parking on the
pavements below Cradoc School have been brought to our attention. Adults with pushchairs and accompanying
children to and from school have to walk around the vehicles onto the road. This is clearly very dangerous. Also,
the visibility of vehicles pulling out of the Aberyscir road is severely limited by cars parking close to the junction.
We have asked the police to monitor this and have requested double yellow lines near the junction. We do
appreciate that there is limited parking for the nearby properties but safety has to come first. We need to work
together on this to see if alternative arrangements can be made.
It was with great pleasure that we were able to plant a wild cherry tree in the grounds of the new car park at
Cradoc School with the help and support of pupils and staff. This was to commemorate the 800th anniversary of
the Charter of the Forest and to promote the importance of trees for the environment. We look forward to seeing
the tree grow in future years. We have presented the school with a framed picture of the Charter. If anyone would
like to see it please contact the school. You too can sign the Tree Charter on https://treecharter.uk and follow its
history.
As usual I would like to take this opportunity for us to remember those residents that are no longer in our
Community and have moved on for whatever reason. They will not be forgotten for their loyal support over many
years.
Our website: www.yscir.net, keeps you informed of Council business and we also are having more and more
visitors on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/yscircommunity, which is a community resource for all to
use. Long may it continue.
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The new community council which was elected in May 2017 is pictured above.
The Community Council would like to thank Gill Thomas, who retired as county councillor in
May 2017, after many years of service. She has been replaced by Iain McIntosh who has been
working very hard ever since, as you will see from his report.
Mike Westhorpe is starting his sixth year as Clerk. He can be contacted at clerk@yscir.net or on
01874 623774
Mike Westhorpe

County Councillor’s Report
Yscir Internet Project
I’m pleased to be able to say that the Yscir Internet project is now at the
stage where residents can express their interest by applying for the Welsh
Government grant that will pay the installation cost of bringing a better
internet service to their property.
At this stage there is still no commitment to take out a contract and the
application secures funding ready for when residents want to go ahead. I
would advise anyone who is interested to submit a grant form as soon as
possible to be added to the first batch of applications to avoid delay. A
second batch will be sent later this year. Dyfed IT hope to be able to start
installing the infrastructure in April/May. Dyfed IT are offering everyone
within the Yscir County ward a 30mb connection with no download limit for
Iain McIntosh
£29.99 per month once connected. They are also offering a VOIP service
(telephone through the internet) for an extra £5 per month. If anyone
would like further information then please either contact me (see below) or Dyfed IT on 01239 545033 or
info@dyfedit.co.uk.

Roads and Snow
I’ve been working with Powys County Council to try and start improving road
surfaces within Yscir. It’s clear that this ward suffers some of the worst road
surfaces in the area and I’m trying to change that. There are far too many pot holes,
rough surfaces, muddy passing places and blocked culverts. I joined a member of the
highways team in a ward inspection at the end of February when these were all
noted by the council. Some gulleys have already been cleared out and a new pot
hole machine will be used as soon as warmer weather arrives.
The council’s snow machinery was certainly tested during the recent snow. I haven’t
seen so much snow for decades and spent a lot of time out in the ward and passing
on calls for help to the council. The farmers and contractors who have been
working in the area have worked tirelessly to get to everyone; some have had other
issues at hand, such as lambing etc. and the help has been utterly fantastic.
The community spirit seen everywhere has been immense with people being put up by their neighbours due
to frozen pipes or heating issues. Others have made sure their friends and neighbours have been kept supplied
with the essentials. Well done and thank you to everyone who has helped.

Speeding Surveys
Speed surveys have been carried out within the county ward showing that some vehicles are being driven too
fast around our country roads. I would like to ask that all residents please drive carefully, particularly through
the villages and past Cradoc School. A Community Speed Watch project is currently being considered which
will hopefully be adopted soon.

Bin Collection Times
All residents should have received letters from the council with the new recycling and rubbish collection dates.
Anyone unsure can check their collection days here; https://customer.powys.gov.uk/binday

My Contact Details
Phone: 07870 655669
Email: cllr.iain.mcintosh@powys.gov.uk Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CllrIainMcIntosh/
Business: Young’s of Brecon Ltd. , The Old Post Office, Saint Mary’s Street, Brecon LD3 7AA.
Home: 162 Beacons Park, Brecon LD3 9BP.
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Cradoc Golf Club
Another year has passed and here at the Golf Club we have had a very successful and enjoyable 2017.
With the club under new management some changes have been made - we hope for the better.
The Head Greens Keeper’s vision for improving the already wonderful course here at Cradoc is ongoing,
with many changes being made to the course. Some have been controversial, such as the cutting down
of some of the older trees on the estate. Unfortunately, after thorough inspection by qualified tree
surgeons, some were found to be rotten inside and in danger of falling. A big clear up job is still in
progress, but the Course is still one of the most spectacular courses around, with the best views you will
ever have.
This year we have also been working along side A.R.C. (Amphibian & Reptile Conservation) as we are
lucky enough to have some Great Crested Newts on site. We have done everything we can to keep the
newts safe and in peace, as well
as ensuring that our golfers are
not affected by the ongoing
conservation of this extraordinary
species. Wildlife is very important
to us and we try to encourage all
types of animals and species.
We also welcome members of the
local community to the Club,
whether or not you are a member
or play golf. Even if you just fancy
a coffee and a piece of home
made cake, the Clubhouse is
open to all. We are very lucky to
have a talented chef, whose home
cooked food is some of the best.
Our menu varies from Light Bites
to a full three course meal. You
can also make the most of our Social Membership with its discounts at the bar; that can’t be bad! There
are currently150 social members and we are always happy to welcome more.
On the golfing side we still offer the £99 Taster Membership. This gives you two calendar months of full
use of the golf course, plus some dedicated tuition with our resident PGA Professional Richard Davies.
Golf could be just the thing for you…..
As much as we rely upon our visitors from afar to keep our bank balance healthy, we really do
appreciate local support and are always happy when meetings and functions are held here. Our Green
Room is the perfect place for small
meetings and we would like to thank Yscir
REMINDER
Community Council for their continued
support over the years. Regular Council
There is a defibrillator
meetings are held here, utilising these
available for the local
community to use, situated
brilliant facilities that are right on your
outside the rear Clubhouse
doorstep. Long may it continue.
door of Cradoc Golf Club.
Cradoc Golf Club would love to see you
Yscir Community Council is
in 2018. Diolch.
grateful to Cradoc Golf Club
for this facility.

Emily Dench, Manager
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CRADOC SCHOOL 2017 - 18
It has been an eventful year at Cradoc! We have
seen the school moving forward in many areas,
taking care to ensure we retain the nature of our
school in its community. We continue to value every
child as an individual and want them to achieve their
best, in whatever areas they have strength.
The most visible difference this year is to the
premises. Our main project has been the
development of the new car park which, subject to a
few odds and ends, is now open for use. This has
been a major effort for the school, which has been
needed for over 20 years. I am pleased to confirm
that the whole project was undertaken without costing
the school a single penny and we extend our thanks
to Powys County Council and the Welsh Government
for their support in bringing this project to fruition. Thank you also to the Governor who wishes to
remain anonymous, but who paid the fee for the planning application.
Other areas have been changed during the year, with the relocation of the public footpath to the far
side of the playing field, which has improved security. Eighty new trees were planted during the autumn
to replace those removed
during the car park
construction. We are also
pleased to have planted a very
special wild cherry tree in our
grounds, jointly with the Yscir
Council.
Our thanks to Powys for
supporting the school with the
refurbishment of Hazel Class,
installation of new toilets for the
Foundation Phase and creation
of a new group workroom, which has become known as "Y Cwtch”. Despite the changes, the usable
hall space is now no smaller than previously; following removal of the concertina doors etc. we now
have much improved facilities.
We have said a fond farewell to Mrs Annette Morris
after a decade of excellent service to the school and
give a warm welcome to Mrs Sam Puddy, Miss
Ebony Weale and Miss Eleri Stephens, with a main
focus on supporting our ALN and MAT work. The
Autumn term saw several members of staff off sick,
but I am pleased many have now returned. We send
our best wishes and a hearty "Get Well Soon" to our
absent friends and well done to Mr Holland and Mrs
Godfrey who have stepped into the breach. We are
also grateful to all those who help in school on a
voluntary basis.
We were inspected by Estyn in May and whilst the report was disappointing in some ways, it did
identify our very many strengths, whilst rightly identifying things we need to continue to improve. We
have embraced innovative ways of delivering a new curriculum, giving the children more say in what
and how they learn. This has raised expectations and ensured that as our school vision says, they can
"be the best they can be”.
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CRADOC SCHOOL 2017 - 18
2017 started at Cradoc with our first Refugee Day - a
rainy day but not enough to dampen the spirits of the
25 local families, community and visitors who
attended. We were joined by about 50 refugees from
across the globe, who now live in the Swansea area.
This work helped our children to learn about diversity
and in recognition of this, Cradoc School was the first
primary school in Wales to be recognised as a School
of Sanctuary. This is a great tribute to all the hard
work of staff, pupils, governors and parents. As the
Education Secretary Kirsty Williams said “You are a
small school with a big heart”.
The Spring Term saw Heroes and Superheroes take
over our classrooms and the pupils and staff were propelled into this topic with a trip to Brecon cinema
to watch the Lego movie. Hazel class thoroughly enjoyed learning how to sew and making their very
own superhero puppets and looking into the lives of their own heroes. Oak and Lime class visited the
National Museum in Cardiff after learning about the industrialist David Davies and his link to the world
class collection of Monet paintings held at the Museum. Tales of Wales visited with their Welsh myths
and legends which led the pupils into the world of story-telling. Pupils showcased their talents in the

PTA’s Cradoc’s Got Talent evening and then at our Eisteddfod. Thank you to the PTA for organising such
a successful, fun and family focussed evening, and also for all its work throughout the year.
The Summer term saw classes studying the topics of Rainforests, Rivers and Global Conservation
issues. A rainforest workshop kicked off the topic; snakes, scorpions and spiders were on show… it
definitely sent our hearts racing! Children researched into the life of John Lennon and the Beatles,
learning their songs that were linked to rivers. Hazel joined up with Elm class and visited Bristol Zoo
where many of the rainforest animals could be found and a great day was had by all. Years 5 and 6 went
on a residential trip to Broneirion, the family home of David Davies, in Llandinam. A Victorian
educational day was provided along with a host of outdoor adventurous activities. However, the highlight
of the trip seemed to be the luxurious accommodation!
Children from across the school participated in a Creative Schools project, which allowed them to
develop free-writing and creative skills while working with inspirational writing and ICT professionals.
The group wrote poetry exploring the outdoors, free verse and short stories. They then used these ideas
to create their own mini movies, which were completely unique to each child. Following this, we
showcased these activities at an open evening where parents had chance to see what we had been
doing and some even had a go themselves!
The children have been learning about children's rights for some time now, and through the dedicated
work of our Super Ambassadors and their committee, we are pleased to have been awarded the Rights
Respecting School Bronze Award.
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3@CRADOC SCHOOL 2017 - 18
In 3@Cradoc over the last year, the children covered various topics
including Numbers & Shapes, Stories and Rhymes and Our World.
They celebrated various festivals including Harvest, Guy Fawkes, Diwali,
Christmas, Chinese New Year, Welsh Week and Easter. Visits from from
Father Christmas, story tellers, the police and their dog handlers were
enjoyed by all. The children also saw ‘The Emperor’s New Clothes’ at
Theatr Brycheiniog.
September brought with it the
change of admission age regulations
in Powys which means that this year
we have twice as many children in
3@Cradoc! In order to accommodate
them we have increased our
registered number but the service is
very busy and if you want your child
to attend, I would urge you to get in touch as soon as possible.
The year ended on a high when 3@Cradoc was inspected by CSSIW in December. In the report the
inspector praised the setting highly and commented on the thoughtfully planned and extremely childcentred provision, the rich and imaginative play opportunities and how the staff consistently and
successfully keep children safe and healthy. Well done on a fantastic inspection result and thank you
to everyone who makes this setting such a wonderful place for a child to start their educational
journey.
Judith Morris, Head Teacher

REGULAR ACTIVITIES IN TRALLONG HALL
FILM NIGHTS
2nd & 4th Friday of month, 7pm for 7.30pm start. Contact Alan Bloss 636125
YOGA
Mondays 1-2.30pm. Contact Rob Baldwin 638810 or 07748568402 or Julia Lee 638995
TRALLONG W.I.
Normally the 1st Wednesday of month from 7pm
SHORTMAT BOWLS
Thursdays 7.30 -9.30pm. Contact Alan Bloss 636125 or Peter Thole 636371
TABLE TENNIS
Tuesdays (*unless council meeting) 7.30 -9.30pm. Contact Trevor Lee 638995
ART AND CRAFT
2nd & 4th Wednesday of month, 10.30am - 12.30pm. Contact Joy Bloss 636125
CAMERA CLUB
4th Wednesday of month from 7.30pm. Contact Steve Robinson 636121
*COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Quarterly meetings usually Tuesdays from 7.30pm
Enquiries/bookings to Peter Thole 636371, p.thole636@btinternet.com
or Trevor Lee (Hall Chairman) 638995
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The Church of St Cynidr & St Mary
Thank you all for your warm welcome into the community.
I was licenced as Priest in Charge for the Dan Yr Epynt Parishes on 17th
November at Trallong just in time for Advent. It was a lovely service
led by the new Archbishop John, who is also our Diocesan Bishop.
I am not just your parish priest but I am also the Bishop’s officer for
Rural Life, which covers agriculture, rural issues, and the Royal Welsh
Showground, where I am lead Chaplain.
I work closely with RABI (Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution) and FCN (Farming Community Network),
both charities that support the agricultural community locally. So, if you ever attend any of their fundraising
events or attend the RWAS for any reason please do come and say hello.
If you want to see what I get up to as Bishop’s officer I have a facebook page - Rural Life Swansea & Brecon and also pages on the Swansea and Brecon Diocesan webpage:
https://swanseaandbrecon.churchinwales.org.uk/rural-life-news/
The week after I was licenced I visited Cradoc school, only to be asked if I would like to come along and lead the
Wednesday assembly - it was a real honour to be asked so quickly. I received a very warm welcome there from
both children and adults. I was asked if I would like to Bless the Christmas Tree which was a special service
remembering those the children had lost. I look forward to getting to know the staff and children better.
My first service at Aberyscir Church happened on Christmas Day. What a lovely way to start my ministry in
Aberyscir. It was good to meet those who came to church and I look forward to meeting more of you in the
coming months. Every Blessing – Pob Bendith.

Rev. Michelle Bailey

……………………… Enjoy the view from Aberbran ………………………

Mr and Mrs Tompkins of Aberbran have kindly provided an additional seat at the entrance to the village. It
was installed by Kevin Gardiner and Peter Dennis in January. The Community Council would like to thank
Geoff Watkins for maintaining the grass surrounds.

EVENTS AT MERTHYR CYNOG COMMUNITY HALL
Community Hall, Upper Chapel www.merthyrcynog.org

Saturday 5th May - Henry Marten’s Ghost (Irish Folk Band)
Sunday 20th August - Community Walk and Tea, from 2pm
Saturday 28th October - Lip Sync Competition and Barbecue, 6.30pm
Saturday 7th October - Harvest Supper, 7pm
Friday 24th November - Bingo Night, 7pm
Evergreens - Last Tuesday of the month, 2pm
W.I. - First Tuesday of the month, 7.15pm
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CRADOC WI

Cradoc WI ladies continue to take part in events outside their monthly meeting - they
have members on the Public Affairs committee with Jessica Lyons, two members on the
Art & Leisure committee with Margaret Rees and Iona Roberts; on both Craft and Home
Economics and Menter Iaith committees is Heulwen Parry.
Our President Tricia
Ellis-Gittins is in her
second year and also
finds time to run a
very successful Craft
Club, which is also
held at the Plough
Chapel. Our group of
WIs (Sarasani) held a
coffee morning in
March 2017 and
members also
attended Menter Iaith
evening, the W.I show, White Ribbon campaign at the Assembly in Cardiff, Christmas
Carol Service and Christmas coffee morning.
At Cradoc WI our year started with a
excellent dinner at the Castle Hotel and we
have enjoyed talks with Butcher Steve
Morgan, said farewell to the Minister of the
Plough Chapel in April, had a wonderful
garden visit at Groesffordd, been card
making with Tricia and spent an evening
working with felt at Bobbins. In December
we celebrated our President’s 70th Birthday
with a cake made by Jessica, a lovely event with which to end our year.
We continue to enjoy evenings of fun and friendship and would welcome new members
to our meetings, at the Plough Chapel, on the first Monday of the month at 7pm.
Heulwen Parry

COMMUNITY LITTER PICKING

Would you be interested in
helping with a litter pick? All
equipment supplied.
Our County Councillor
Iain McIntosh has agreed to
come along and help.
Please contact our Clerk,
Mike Westhorpe, at
clerk@yscir.net or on 623774.






We also publish the Newsletter on www.yscir.net.
If in future you prefer not to receive a hard copy,
please contact the Clerk.

Editing/production by Mike & Liz Westhorpe
Distribution by Yscir Community Councillors
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