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A message from the Chairman…

CRADOC W.I. 2013
!Cradoc remains
a friendly and warm Women's

!

On behalf of the Yscir Community Council, I would
like to wish everyone in the Parish a happy and
healthy 2014. Yet another year passes, again I have
the privilege of working with such a dedicated and
committed TEAM (Together Everyone Achieves
More) for our community. My thanks go to Helen for
setting up our new Facebook page and to Mike for
his help and support on updating our Website with
Helen's knowledge in this area.

Institute which has enjoyed a successful year, in
which we had a full and diverse range of guests.
Colin Davies (the Runner) spoke about his
participation in the Round Britain Baton Relay for
the 2012 Olympic Games in which he was one of
the proud torch bearers. Craig Rees gave an
interesting insight into his time in New Zealand,
Richard Lynch of "Pobl y Cwm" fame shone a torch
on his work in television, as well as his on stage
appearances as a Shakespearian actor, and Sally
Skinner enthralled us with "Cup Cakes for all
occasions".

!Members also enjoyed a talk about Nantgarw

china, learned about quilts - including a
wonderful display, discovered the work of Usk
House from Sally Morris and visited the Old
Railway Line Nursery where, in addition to dining,
were given an interesting talk on using pots and
planters to best advantage.

!Several members combined to put on a display for

!
!

The New Aberyscir footbridge is being used and
enjoyed by many.

the W.I. show At St. Mary's Church in Brecon in
May, with club members entering almost all the
competition classes in floral, cookery and craft; a
team was also entered in the County Quiz. Plus a
number of members visited Denham College and
help was also afforded with cooking Welsh Cakes
at the Brecon Show.

We are joining Neighbourhood Watch with Farm
Watch; see the article about this elsewhere in the
newsletter.

!

We are always having a varied number of planning
applications and do our utmost to help and support
those applicants who apply to the council, within the
guidelines to which we have to adhere and follow.

!Thanks go to both officers and members for their

!

efforts and hard work in keeping the Institute
strong and moving forward. New members are
always welcome to join us on the first Monday of
each month at the Plough Chapel, Brecon.
Heurwen Parry, President

Can I again take this opportunity for us to remember
those residents in our community who have passed
on and will not be forgotten for all their loyal support
over many years within the Yscir Community.

!

!

If you haven't already done so I encourage you to
look at our new website and 'like' Yscir Community
on Facebook.

!

Congratulations to
Margaret Rees 	

on becoming 	

Powys Brecknock's 	

WI Woman of the Year
2014!

If there are any concerns or questions from anyone
within the Yscir Community please do not hesitate to
contact one of the Community Councillors (details
on the website www.yscir.net).

!Jane Price, Chair
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CRADOC SCHOOL reports…..

!

I am sure you will recall reading last year's Newsletter where my predecessor, Mr Darren Jones, confirmed that he
was leaving Cradoc School and moving on to pastures new. Darren clearly worked extremely hard as headteacher to develop Cradoc as a School to be proud of, leaving it in a good position to move forward into a positive
future. I am sure you all join me in wishing him well in his new school.

!

As would appear to be the norm for Cradoc we have
seen another action packed year! The children have
again achieved well academically. We are particularly
pleased that the work of the staff at 3@Cradoc has
been identified as "sector leading practice". This is
really quite an achievement and a clear
acknowledgement of the hard work and effort that
they unstintingly put in to making the children's start
to school life as enjoyable and fulfilling as possible. !

!

Alongside this, the children have enjoyed a wide and
varied curriculum including music, drama, sporting
activities and varied school trips or enhancement
experiences. Of particular creative note this year has
been the choir singing at a variety of venues including Brecon Cathedral, and an excellent Nativity
Play and Christmas Panto. Three of our Year 6
children (Rosie, Bethan and Joshua) were awarded highly coveted prizes in the Victor Jones History Project
Competition. Well done to all. !

!
!

We are very pleased to have been awarded our fourth Eco Green Flag in the Autumn and are now keenly working
towards our Platinum Award. !
On the sporting front, Cradoc has hosted, participated in and won a considerable number of events, including
football, rugby, cross country running, netball to name but a few, and were named the Mid Wales Sports School of
the Year 2013 - a massive achievement for a small rural school - well done to all the children and staff involved.!

!

Very many thanks to the people of our local community for supporting the school throughout the year, from freely
giving of their time to parting with hard earned cash! Of particular note are the school PTA - I cannot stress how
grateful we are for their hard work, as the school simply would not be able to provide the children with the
experiences it does without their support. A huge thank you to all involved. !

!

Finally, may I say a very big thank you to the community for the very warm welcome I received when joining
Cradoc School and the considerable support I have received since that time. For me it has been a fabulous
experience getting to know everyone and learning about the school. !

!Judith Morris, Headteacher

!

Congratulations to

!! Rosie Tustin
!! for winning the
Victor Jones
! History
Project
!! Competition,
to the other Year
!and6 pupils
won
! £200 forwho
Cradoc
School.
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PONTFAEN YFC!

!

Venue Cymru, Llandudno

Pontfaen YFC has had an amazing time since starting back for the 2013/14
year. The small club always participates in competitions from hand-writing
to a four-hundred strong audience in our Theatre Brycheiniog at the Drama
Festival last month. !

!

Leading up to Christmas celebrations, amongst Parties, Carol Singing and
fund raising events, we were very lucky to have had one of our Club
Leaders, Mrs Verity Jones, from Merthyr Cynog, to find the time to write an
amazing entertainment, for us, entitled, Bridget Jones’ Dairy!! When the
members read through this for the first time, excitement was in the air! We
practised endlessly; mid-week and weekends were filled with constant !
routines being put together until perfection was achieved. !

!

The beginning of Feb is when it
all began
Bridget’s Dairy by Verity, music,
drama and loads of fun,
The judge gave his choice and
reasons and results
But we knew before he said it
–‘Pontfaen’s won’

!

On Friday, 8th February, we performed in Theatre Brycheiniog, in front of
huge support from all the Community. We were congratulated on an
amazing performance which showed in the Adjudicators’ comments - a
huge boost towards the finale on Saturday night. Due to dreadful weather,
the results night was postponed until the following Wednesday, which to
club leaders and cast, seemed a lifetime to wait.!

*****
Victory was a trip to the Wales
final - but a price worth paying
So happy were we with our
success, it just goes without
saying,
The fifteenth of March just came
around so soon
And we all had to feed sheep by
the light of the moon

At approximately, 10.30pm on Wednesday, 12th February, we were told,
1st Position goes to Pontfaen YFC with their production, Bridget Jones’
Dairy. The Theatre erupted with celebrations as we also scooped the
award for Best Written Production, again, thanks to Mrs Verity Jones. Also,
Mr Raiff Devlin and Miss Rebecca Price were nominated for Best Actor and
Best Actress 18 years of age and under. These achievements were
immense and celebrations soon got underway by filling the silverware at
the bar. This meant that we had a trip to Llandudno to prepare for on
March 15th.!

*****
But nothing stood in our way as
we headed north,
Plans had been drawn ‘do we go
to Borth’- no
Just head up middle and go west
then you’ll be
In Venue Wales, in Llandudno by
the sea.

Again, many fund raising events were held, from two concerts, and huge
support from local families and friends, and Pontfaen Show Committee, to
whom we are so very grateful for all donations. This was to prove a very
enjoyable and valuable experience for the cast, where, yet again, we had
three cast members nominated, Mr Raiff Devlin and Miss Rebecca Price
for the second time and Mr Brychan Davies also, all doing the club proud. !

*****
After unloading and sorting and
having a break
A stage rehearsal was had to see
what was at stake,
The place was big, but our cast
held no fear
They’re from Pontfaen and their
mission was clear

!
!

!
!
!

The Club is looking forward to a successful rally in June to end the year.!
Rebecca Price, Secretary

!

!

!

*****
They all acted like demons they
raised their game
They made us so proud as they
controlled the stage,
Youngsters all, acting and
singing and dancing like pros,
At the end the crowd cheered as
they took their bows.

!

*****
The results were given and the
judge liked out play
We didn’t win but we had a hell
of a good day,
We had a few drinks, all friends
together to celebrate the show
Pontfaen came of age at Venue
Cymru in Llandudno.

!!

Christopher Davies

3

Reducing Crime: Combining Neighbourhood Watch and Farm Watch
!From
The Clerk, Mike Westhorpe Contact: 01874 623774 Email: clerk@yscir.net
!A Neighbourhood
Watch scheme has been in place for a number of years but unbeknown to the Council there was

also a Farm Watch scheme with the Police informing some local farmers when there was increased criminal activity in
the area. Having two schemes in our rural community does not make sense so the Council has been working with the
Police and local farmers to combine the two schemes. We understand that similar thinking has been taking place
elsewhere and it is possible that a new crime prevention scheme called Rural Watch may be launched in the future.

!Meanwhile the Council is improving its communication systems. It has recently subscribed to Text Local, a text

messaging service, in order to quickly communicate with the community in the event of burglaries or suspicious
activity in the area.

!If an incident takes place, after contacting the Police, I as Clerk should be contacted with details of the incident:- date,
time, brief description, suspicious vehicle numberplate, type and colour if known, description of people involved.
!If I am not available, Cllr Helen Howarth (07884313581) or Cllr Bob Wood (01874 625236) can be contacted
instead.
!A text message will then be sent out to people in the community. The message can be sent to landline telephones as
well as to mobile phones. Because we are fortunate to live in a low crime area, it is not envisaged that the service will
be used frequently and at only 5p per message sent per phone, it is a cheap service.

!If you would like to receive a warning message directly, text yscir to 447786200690 on the phone on which you wish
to receive the message alerts. You will receive an automated reply to confirm that you are now part of the system.
Alternatively please contact me directly.

!Details of any suspicious activity will also be put on the Yscir Community Facebook page. If you haven't already had
a look at this, please do - it might open up a whole new Facebook world for you! Thank you to those of you who
already 'Like' our page; it all helps to keep the various lines of communication open.

Introducing the newly refurbished Trallong Church Hall

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

REGULAR ACTIVITIES IN TRALLONG HALL

FILM NIGHTS 2nd & 4th Friday of month,7pm for prompt 7.30pm start. Contact Alan Bloss 636125
YOGA Mondays 1-2.30pm. Contact Rob Baldwin 638810 or 07748568402 or Julia Lee 638995
TRALLONG W.I. Normally the 1st Wednesday of month, from 7pm
SHORTMAT BOWLS Thursdays 7.30 -9.30pm. Contact Alan Bloss 636125 or Peter Thole 636371
TABLE TENNIS Tuesdays (*unless quarterly council meeting) 7.30 -9.30pm. Contact Trevor Lee 638995
ART AND CRAFT 2nd & 4th Wednesday of month, 10.30am - 12.30pm. Contact Joy Bloss 636125
CAMERA CLUB 4th Wednesday of month, from 7.30pm. Contact Steve Robinson 636121
*COMMUNITY COUNCIL Quarterly meetings usually Tuesdays, from 7.30pm.

!

All other enquiries/bookings to Peter Thole 636371 or Trevor Lee (Hall Chairman) 638995
p.thole636@btinternet.com
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A warm welcome is extended to you from all at Cradoc Golf Club
It still surprises me how many of our local community are unaware that they are more
than welcome to come to the golf club whether it’s for a quiet drink with friends,
delicious Sunday lunch with family or to cheer on the home team during the Six
Nations. You are always welcome at the Club -you truly don’t need to be a member to
come along and enjoy the Clubhouse. Perhaps you will enjoy it so much that you wish to
become a member, that would be fabulous. For only £10 you can become a Social
Member which entitles you to 10%
discount on drinks from the bar and
meals from the light bite menu.
These are extremely exciting times at the
Club with a wonderful journey ahead as
many of the staff either embark on new
careers within the Club or new staff come
on board. Personally, I am thrilled with
the new opportunities – I took over as
Manager on 31st March when our existing
Manager retired. I am privileged to have
an exceptionally good team behind me;
all of them have enthusiasm, ability,
knowledge and a desire to keep moving
forward.
Throughout the year the Club will be

!
!
!

hosting social events. I will keep you up to
date with events via the Yscir Community

L to R: ! Robin Cheney, Head Greenkeeper,!
!
Debbie Hughes, Manager!
!
Madalena Marques, Secretary

Council Facebook page and our own
website www.cradoc.co.uk. We will be holding events such as a Race Night, Captain's Gala
Dinner, Christmas Tribute Evenings, Quiz Nights, to name but a few. Social life at the
Club is vibrant, so please come and join us.
Never tried golf before? We offer a 3 month membership which includes lessons with our
resident Professional, full use of the clubhouse and the course. It costs only £80.00 and is
an excellent way to get started. We also offer a full range of membership for established
golfers. 2014 is set to be a wonderful year and I trust that at some point during it I will
have the pleasure of welcoming you to the Club.
Best wishes, Debbie Hughes

Events at Merthyr Cynog Community Hall
www.merthyrcynog.org!

!
!
29th August - Duck Race!
!
Evergreens - Last Tuesday of the month at 2pm!
!
W.I. - First Tuesday of the month!
26th July - Eisteddfodd!
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!

The Church of St Cynidr & St Mary

Message from the Clerk
!When I became
Clerk I did not realise that I would
have to get to grips with social media websites. I
found You Tube helpful for instructions on how to
dismantle and clean my woodburning stove but I
seldom ventured into Facebook, and Twitter was
beyond the pale….

!However, as part of updating our website, I have

seen the benefits of communicating via Facebook.
Signing in to the old website to place or receive a
message about a lost animal or a community activity
was very offputting. Now, providing you are a
member of Facebook (free and you do not have to
use it for other purposes) you can instantly get a
message out to others in the Yscir community. Over
100 people saw the recent post about lost dogs,
perhaps this interest is what led the dogs to return
safely and I hope, with tails between their legs!

!Facebook is now a way for community members to

raise items for the Council to discuss. We would like
people to post local photographs; we could then use
them on the new website which should be
operational by the time the newsletter is printed.

This Christmas we were delighted to be the first
church in the area to put on a Christmas Tree
Festival. This is rather like a Flower Festival, but
instead of flowers the church is filled with
decorated Christmas trees and twinkling lights.
Thank you so much to friends in the community and
other churches who contributed and decorated trees
– we had twenty-one. The church looked beautiful
and was a lovely setting for our Christmas Carol
Service.

!The new website will increasingly contain all the

Council's business, minutes, agendas, budgets,
policy documents, etc. However, we also want it to
be a source of good up to date local information for
the community with the social side being covered by
our Facebook page. If you have any suggestions for
inclusion, please let me or your local councillor
know.

!Finally, I have taken the plunge on Twitter as Yscir

One of the fun parts of my job as vicar of this
parish, is my link with Cradoc School. I’m a school
governor, and each Wednesday I take assembly: we
have a story, then we do some singing and say some
prayers. The school always gives me a lovely welcome,
and the children take part, especially in the singing,
with lots of enthusiasm. In fact, as the school is
next door to the vicarage, they often sing the songs
to me over the fence during break!

Clerk. I don't think this will be the most riveting read
but I have two followers already: - my son and his
girlfriend, checking up on what I'm
doing from London!

!

Mike Westhorpe
Email: clerk@yscir.net
Tel: 01874 623774

We were very grateful to the school choir for joining
us to celebrate the opening of the Christmas Tree
Festival. They had a lot of fun and everyone there
was impressed by the quality of their singing.
Please come again!

We will be publishing the Newsletter on
www.yscir.net. If in future you prefer not to
receive a hard copy, please contact the Clerk.

Rev. Caroline Owen
Editing/production by Mike & Liz Westhorpe!
Distribution by Yscir Community Councillors
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!

!

