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New Community Council in May 2017
It's election year again for the community and county councils. All existing community councillors will
cease to hold office from 8 May 2017 and the new councillors take up office on the same date. Each
councillor’s term of office is 5 years (unless unforeseen circumstances arise) and the post is voluntary.
Community councils have a number of basic responsibilities in making the lives of local communities
more comfortable, many of which are often taken for granted. Essentially these powers fall within three
main categories: representing the whole electorate within the community; delivering services to meet
local needs; and striving to improve quality of life in the community.
Yscir Community Council meets every two months at Cradoc Golf Club, with meetings typically lasting
up to 90 minutes. Additional shorter meetings are held as required to consider planning applications in the
area. The Clerk does all the paperwork, attends training courses/meetings and advises the Council on
what it can and cannot do. The routine work involves lobbying Powys County Council to fulfil its
responsibilities, for example road and street repairs.
Most people over the age of 18 who are British, Commonwealth or European citizens who have either
lived or worked within the area in the previous 12 months are eligible to be a councillor. You do not need
any qualifications, just an interest in the local community.
If you are interested in becoming a councillor, One Voice Wales has published a handy little booklet
available at: http://www.onevoicewales.org.uk or you could contact me, Mike Westhorpe on 01874
623774.
To become a councillor, you need to apply by completing a nomination form. Please contact
Electoral Services at Powys County Council on 01597 826747 to request a nomination pack.
Completed nominations must be received by 4pm on 4th April.
If there are more than 7 nominations, the election will be contested and polling will be 4th May. If there
are fewer than 7 nominees, each one will be elected and the new Council will then co-opt additional
members to bring the membership up to 7. If you are interested in being co-opted, please
contact me.
If you are not already on the electoral roll, the deadline for registering to vote is 13 April
and the deadline for a postal vote is 18 April.

Mike Westhorpe, Clerk to Yscir Community Council

CRADOC SCHOOL 2016-17
Each year Cradoc School continues to thrive and
grow; the past year has been no exception, with
an eclectic mix of activities.
The highlights of the year started with our being
awarded Platinum Eco-School Status, something
Mr Aldridge and his Eco-Committee are rightly
proud of. Well done for your sterling work and
guidance to us all.
During the year, the children covered various
topics. The younger children enjoyed learning
about ‘Stories and Rhymes’, ‘Seasons and
Weather’ and ‘Myself’ They celebrated different
festivals including Harvest, Diwali, Christmas,
Welsh Week, Chinese New Year and Easter.
We enjoyed visits from PC Eckley, Vicar
Caroline, Mr Ebb from Cantref Adventure Farm
and Mr Watton, a local baker.
Mrs Powell
brought in the Hygiene torch, Techniquest
showed the pupils the importance of being
healthy and we learned about fire safety. Mrs
Wood organised special sessions for pond dipping
and bug hunting and we visited the church in
Aberyscir for a Baptism.

Building upon this we made links with the Hay,
Talgarth and Brecon Refugee network and
worked with them to welcome over 50 refugees
who currently live in Swansea, but who hail from
all over the globe. It was great to see the way
the children played and ate together, making
friendships despite language barriers. Our thanks
to all the members of the community who
supported our Refugee Away Day either by way
of time, catering or donations.

At Key Stage 2, the children learned about the
Victorians & the Industrial revolution with the
highlight being our trip to Big Pit. Children also
visited the theatre, took part in an Agincourt
Workshop at Trecastle and met authors at Hay
Festival.

August saw the publication of the Care and
Social Services Inspectorate Wales (CSSIW)
Inspection Report on Cool Kids
(http://cssiw.org.uk/docs/cssiw/report/
inspection_reports/9509_3_e.pdf ).

We raced into the Summer term with our whole
school topic ‘Olympics’, including Olympic
debates, history of the Olympics, Olympic
values, sports and the screening of the Wales
football game! The Y5/6 children also had a
fabulous time experiencing more adventurous
activities at their residential in Staylittle.

The report was very pleasing and found that
“Children feel safe, secure, happy and
relaxed” and that staff “keep children safe
and healthy”.

We held a whole school Royal Birthday Party to
celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday.
The 3
year-old children wrote their own personal cards
to the Queen and were thrilled to receive a
reply from the Palace!

Well done to Jan Owen and her very capable
team.
This time last year 3@Cradoc extended their
hours and now operate from 9.00 am to 3.30 pm
daily. This is particularly important as the school
admission age in Powys is about to change,
meaning increased demand for pre-school
places. 3@Cradoc and Cool Kids Club @Cradoc
are working well together to offer wrap around
flexible childcare from 8.00 am to 6.00 pm on
Monday to Friday, and through Kids Club, during
school holidays.

The Autumn term saw the whole school learn
about diversity in terms of race, colour,
disabilities, gender and much more. We
appointed “Super Ambassadors” who ensure the
views of our rural children are heard in the heart
of Welsh Government. This has led to the school
learning more about children’s rights and being
committed to become a Rights Respecting
School.
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The year has seen us become a Pioneer School,
working with the Welsh Government to write the
new National Curriculum for Wales. We have also
been awarded the status of Lead Creative School.
This exciting Arts Council of Wales initiative
enables us to develop a more creative teaching
approach to raising standards. Children from
across the school are taking part in the first part
of the project and hope to showcase their work
later this term to parents, staff and the rest of the
school.
During the year (after a 20 year effort) we were
able to obtain planning permission for a new car
park. You may have noticed the first phase of work
has been undertaken with the felling of trees on
the school grounds; the construction work will
continue in the summer.

Trees cleared for the new school car park

Cradoc Recycling
Centre Closure

This work is being fully funded by the Welsh
Government and so is not costing either the school
or Powys a penny.
It will provide improved
parking, proper bus pull-ins via a one-way system,
ease the congestion on the road and most
importantly be much safer for the children. Our
thanks to our neighbours, parents, the local
community councils and local organisations for
supporting our application.

We are very sorry to report the imminent
closure of the recycling facility near the Y
Crug bridleway.
Powys County Council (PCC) is closing its
recycling sites due to problems with fly
tipping. The Community Council has tried to
persuade PCC to prosecute offenders rather
than penalising everyone for the bad
behaviour of a few, but to no avail.

You may have seen in the press recently that the
school has been categorised as a Green School by
Welsh Government, identifying it as
“A highly effective school which is run well, has
strong leadership and is clear about its
priorities for improvement .. with a track
record in delivering excellent outcomes for
their pupils and … the capacity to support other
schools to do better.”

Yscir CC is fearful that fly tipping will
continue and also occur elsewhere in the
community. If you notice any activity of this
kind please contact the Clerk on 01874
623774.

This has only been possible as a result of the
continued hard work and team spirit of the staff
and governors at the school. They are a dedicated
group of people who strive to ensure the best for
the children at all times. Thank you to them all.
Finally, the last event this year has been the
fantastic PTA production of Cradoc’s Got Talent/
Cheese and Wine. Very many children took part in
a showcase of expertise from magic to singing,
dancing to poetry, mime to music. The hall was
full to bursting, with an exciting atmosphere – a
true family feel. Well done to the PTA for yet
another excellent event.
I am sure you will agree that it has been a very
wide ranging year and we look forward to what
the next 12 months has to bring.
Judith Morris
Headteacher
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Cradoc Golf Club

Yscir Community Council is very grateful to use Cradoc Golf Club’s meeting room for its
meetings. The Golf Club is also the only place within Yscir where you can buy a drink and have
a meal out! You do not need to be a member to enjoy its facilities, parking is easy, and the dress
code is long gone. Whether or not you play golf, there are also a number of social events and
entertainments that take place throughout the year, open to all.
The ground staff continue to improve the golf course year on year and it has to have some of
the best views in Wales. The Club is always looking for new members and if you are interested
in taking up golf there are taster courses available. Have a look at the Club’s new website:
https://cradoc.co.uk

REGULAR ACTIVITIES IN TRALLONG HALL
FILM NIGHTS 2nd & 4th Friday of month,7pm for prompt 7.30pm start. Contact Alan Bloss 636125
YOGA Mondays 1-2.30pm. Contact Rob Baldwin 638810 or 07748568402 or Julia Lee 638995
TRALLONG W.I. Normally the 1st Wednesday of month, from 7pm
SHORTMAT BOWLS Thursdays 7.30 -9.30pm. Contact Alan Bloss 636125 or Peter Thole 636371
TABLE TENNIS Tuesdays (*unless quarterly council meeting) 7.30 -9.30pm. Contact Trevor Lee 638995
ART AND CRAFT 2nd & 4th Wednesday of month, 10.30am - 12.30pm. Contact Joy Bloss 636125
CAMERA CLUB 4th Wednesday of month, from 7.30pm. Contact Steve Robinson 636121
*COMMUNITY COUNCIL Quarterly meetings usually Tuesdays, from 7.30pm.

All other enquiries/bookings to Peter Thole 636371 or
Trevor Lee (Hall Chairman) 638995
p.thole636@btinternet.com
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Pontfaen YFC
Pontfaen YFC had a busy January
preparing for the Brecknock YFC
Annual Drama Festival which took
place the first week in February at
Theatre Brycheiniog.
Members took part in the Junior
Drama with their production of
‘The Dog Sitters’ produced by Jan
Healey; Menna Davies & Gaynor
Morgan gained 2nd place.
The Entertainment ‘Fortune!’ was
written by Elwyn Davies. The story
revolved around one fateful night
in 1851 where three of the main
characters Elsie, Jane and Thomas,
had landed a chance of a lifetime
to headline at the Exhibition
Opening Concert at Hyde Park.
This gained 7th place at the Festival.
Anwen Price was nominated as
Best Actress under 26 with Lewis
Williams nominated as Best Actor
under 18.
The Club also had two Senior One
Plus entries. One was ‘Time’ by
Jonathan Davies - playing his
drums gained 2nd place and he
received Best Performance by a
Male under 26. Our other entry ‘O
Lord please forgive me’ was placed
4th with Sian Healey being
nominated as Best Performance by
a Female under 26. The team
included Vicky Price, Rebecca
Price, Emily Wilson, Molly Hennah
& Sian Healey.

Photos by Andrew Bufton

The Club is always looking for new
members aged 10 to 26 years and
if you would like to find out more
information, email

pontfaenyfc2016@gmail.com
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CRADOC WI
Cradoc W.I have enjoyed another
varied programme for 2016 thanks to
the hard work of our programme
secretary, Margaret Rees.
The year began with a dinner at the
Castle Hotel, Brecon when a good time
was had with good food and excellent
company.
During the year we had a tea to
celebrate the Queen’s birthday and a
social evening in December.
Talks about old photos of Brecon made
us realise how much Brecon has
changed and how much those of us
local to the town remember. Members also enjoyed an historic walk around Brecon with Margaret
Sommers.
The High Sheriff told us about the work
of S.A.F.F.A and Ann Mason delighted us
with a talk of her friend from Canada,
who was a war bride and had a very
varied and fascinating life.
Keith Noble spoke about the wealth of
birdlife in his garden, and Lewis Rees
told us of his New Zealand adventure
when he went shearing and travelling
last year.

Celebrating
To end the year we had a talk on wax painting, another very good evening.
The WI Centenary
At our annual meeting in December, Tricia Ellis Griffiths was voted in as
our new President and all good wishes go to her for the future.

At Henderson Hall

Cradoc W.I meet in the Plough schoolroom at 7.00pm on the first Monday
of the month and all would welcome new members to join us.

Helen Brooker

TH

Talybont on Usk

JULY 15 2015: WI GAMES EVENING AT LIBANUS

Getting Ready !

Much fun was had with four different types of Game
After lunch we travelled a short distance on to the Penderyn
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1. Card Bingo
Distillery.
2. Play Your Cards Right

We had a scrumptious tea and were
entertained with music.

A quick history of

Penoyre House
Penoyre House was built as large Italianate mansion
between 1846 and 1848. It was designed by Anthony Salvin
for the Watkins family. Pennoyre (sic) Watkins (1721-91)
whose name the house took, was a lawyer who originally
founded the family fortune.
The house was sold in 1868 for £24,000 (!) but was
deserted when the Rev. F Kilvert visited in 1870; it has had a
varied history and mixed fortunes. In 1947 it became a
special school, but by 1967 it was owned by Cradoc Golf
Club and used as its Clubhouse.

The Church of St Cynidr
& St Mary
Vicar Caroline held her last service with us at
Aberyscir on the 12th June, and left at the end
of the month for her new parish at Dowlais.
During her time here she contributed so much
to the community. In addition to the lovely
services she took, she assisted regularly at
Cradoc School, sometimes taking all the
children down to the church. She held Lent
lunches for parishioners in the vicarage, led
interesting walks, joined in fund raising and
was there for us when needed. She is very
much missed.
We are now under the wing of the Rev. Paul
Wilding from Sennybridge and our services are
conducted by various locum priests. We
understand that the Diocese is in the process to
trying to find a replacement vicar.
On a more positive note, some of the funds
received from the sale of the churches at Battle
and Garthbrengy have been made available for
church repairs. We have spent our share on full
interior redecoration and our church looked
really lovely for the wedding of Sarah Prosser
and William Jones last August. We were also
able to afford a full overhaul of all slates and
ridge tiles on the roof. This was carried out by
Andrew Wright from Hereford with his
incredible cherry -picker.

After that it was used as a nursing home, but was empty
again by 2004. In recent years it has been converted into a
number of luxury apartments, but retains its exceptional
quality Bath stone exterior and its impressive double height
entrance hall. It has been likened to one of its
contemporaries, Osborne House in East Cowes on the Isle
of Wight, which was one of Queen Victoria’s residences.
In its heyday there were many other buildings on the estate,
including large greenhouses and rows of stables; some of
the latter have survived and also been converted to
individual properties in recent years. Many other buildings
have been demolished but what was the head gardener’s
cottage on the Battle side of Penoyre is now the home of
Yscir’s Clerk!

EVENTS AT & NEAR MERTHYR
CYNOG COMMUNITY HALL
www.merthyrcynog.org
6th May - Fun Auction 7pm

(Hall open on 5th May for deliveries)

14th May - Cheese & Wine 6pm
at Llandefaelog House

New members are always welcome and
services are held at 9.15 am on the second
Sunday of each month, except at Easter
and Christmas.
Richard Field

21st July - Eisteddfodd
Evergreens - Last Tuesday of the month, 2pm
W.I. - First Tuesday of the month
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A message from the Chairman….
On behalf of the Yscir Community Council, I would like to wish everyone in the Parish a happy and
healthy 2017. Yet another year passes, again I have the privilege of working with such a dedicated and
committed TEAM (Together Everyone Achieves More) for our community.
Again I must thank Mike our Clerk for YCC whose knowledge and understanding of new rules, regulations
and updates in many areas is so much appreciated by us all. His management of the budget is amazing even
down to the last penny; he always produces up to date spread sheets with every amount accounted for.
We are always having a varied number of planning applications and do our utmost to help and support those
applicants who apply to the council, with the support, help and guidelines to which we have to adhere.
It is with regret that we are losing a very valued member of our Community Council - Mrs Margaret Rees.
Margaret has told us she will not be standing again when the Council elections take place in May. We all
know her as Margaret Pencrug, and she has been on the Community Council since it was formed in 1974.
Margaret has a vast knowledge and history of our community since she married and moved into our
community in 1959.
I would like to thank Margaret on behalf of all past and present members of Yscir Community Council for
all her help, support and knowledge while being on the Community Council. She will be missed. Special
personal thanks from me for helping while I have been on the Committee and as Chairman. Diolch yn fawr
iawn am eich cymorth a'ch cefnogaeth arbennig er ei bod yn Gadeirydd.
I would like to let you know also how disappointed the Council was that Highways opposed changing the
use of the telephone box in Cradoc. The Community Council wanted to make it into a library box where
local residents could bring and take books as they feel. This is done in many other local communities, and
serves small villages and communities really well. They say that it is far too dangerous where it is situated
due to the traffic and corners. We have told them that the children stand there with no bus shelter waiting for
the school bus and are dropped off. The Council allows this but Highways still opposed us. If there is anyone
who has any further ideas please contact myself or our Clerk.
Can I again take this opportunity for us to remember those residents in our community who are no longer
with us or have moved away for whatever reason. They will not be forgotten for all their loyal support over
many years.
Our website is still available and we also have many visitors to our Facebook page. Long may it continue.
If there are any concerns or questions from anyone within the Yscir Community please do not hesitate to
contact one of the Community Councillors, or Mike our Clerk.

Jane Price
We also publish the Newsletter on www.yscir.net.
If in future you prefer not to receive a hard copy,
please contact the Clerk.

Editing/production by Mike & Liz Westhorpe
Distribution by Yscir Community Councillors

Council Meeting at Cradoc Golf Club in 2016:
L to R: Bob Wood, Tess Birtles, Mike Westhorpe (Clerk),
Jane Price (Chair), Margaret Rees, Rees Price

